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must be remembered that, until recent centuries, the river was the
main artery for the carriage of heavy goods between London and
Oxford. Transport was not always easy as the river was sometimes
very shallow in the summer and was often flooded in the winter.
In order to facilitate the navigation of the river, locks were built,
some of them as early as the seventeenth century.
At the present time the Thames is navigable throughout the whole
Survey Area from the junction with the Windrush on the west to the
junction with the Thame on the south-east—a distance of nearly
thirty-two miles. During this part of its course the river falls from
a level of 203 -9 feet (above Northmoor Lock) to a level of 147-2 feet
(below Day's Lock)—a total fall of over 56 feet. The fall is con-
trolled by twelve locks (see Fig. 6), and it should be noticed that the
Thames Conservancy has been very active during the years since the
war in the work of improving the locks on this section of the river.
For example, Iffley Lock was reconstructed in 1925, Eynsham and
King's Locks were built in 1928, and Medley Weir was abolished in
1930. The river is navigable by vessels with a maximum draught of
about 4 ft. 3 in. (in summer) as far as Oxford, and is used by barges
engaged in the timber trade.1 Above Oxford there is practically no
traffic other than that of pleasure boats.
The use of waterways was further developed during the eighteenth
century by the construction of canals (Fig. 6). The Oxford Canal,
which links Coventry and Oxford by way of Rugby and Banbury,
was originally set out by Brindley. Although work was begun in
1769, there were many delays and the first boat did not enter Banbury
until 1778. Lack of money further held up the project, but the canal
was finally carried through to Oxford in 1790. This waterway, about
eighty miles in length, provided a through route from the midlands
to London, thus enabling the products of Birmingham to reach the
south more easily, and incidentally giving Oxford a cheaper supply
of coal. The Cherwell was not sufficiently deep for navigation by
barge, but its valley was utilized for the construction of the canal.
One section of the Oxford Canal is still a route of importance in the
present canal system of England, but the section which passes
through the Survey Area is not much used. One item of the traffic of
the canal is road material, which is exported from Warwickshire, but
the principal commodity transported in the Oxford section is coal.2
The canal has important connexions with the Grand Union Canal
1	In 1956 1,940 tons of timber were conveyed to Oxford by river.
2	Other goods carried are gas-tar, timber, and road material (including gravel and
sand), but <:oal is by far the most important.

